
 

APO ORCHESTRAL FELLOWSHIPS 
 

You’ve finished your performance degree, now what?  
 

If you’re a university music graduate of violin, viola, cello or double bass looking 
for a bridge into an orchestral career, the APO Orchestral Fellowships are for you!  
 
“Playing amongst very professional and talented musicians was an eye-opening experience for me, and 
has completely changed my views in orchestral playing in general.” – Sally Kim, 2017 Fellow (Cello) 

 
The APO Orchestral Fellowship Programme is funded though the generosity of the Sir William and Lady 
Manchester Charitable Trust. In order to help bridge the gap between tertiary training and the professional 
orchestral environment, the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra is offering two to three Orchestral 
Fellowship positions to postgraduate-level string players wishing to take their orchestral performance 
standards and experience to the next level. Each position offers a stipend of up to NZ$6000, plus a per call 
payment for each event worked. Each Fellow will be offered a degree of flexibility in tailoring a programme 
to an expected maximum of 100 calls working with the APO over selected periods of the 2020 season. In 
addition, Fellows are entitled to up to 12 coaching sessions from leading members of the Auckland 
Philharmonia Orchestra.  
 
 “I feel that I have become more confident [over the course of the fellowship] and improved in areas of 
timing, efficiency and organisation as an orchestral player.” – Yuhka Nagai, 2017 Associate Fellow (Violin) 
 
  
Important Dates  

• Audition Date: Friday 21 February 2020 

• Application Closing Date: Monday 27 January 2020 

• Recordings Deadline (if sending a recorded audition): Wednesday 12 February 2020  
 
How to Apply 
Applications should be made through our online application form. The way you present yourself in your 
application is important, so give yourself the best possible chance by making sure you read the following 
information carefully. To apply, you will need to:  

• Make your application through the online form before the deadline of Monday 27 January 2020 

• Demonstrate you meet the eligibility criteria below 

• Upload a cover letter outlining why you believe the Fellowship Programme would benefit you 

• Upload a current resume detailing qualifications and relevant performance experience to date and 
including reference contacts from teachers and/or conductors 

• Indicate whether you plan to audition in person (recommended) or by recording 
 
Eligibility 
Fellowship positions are available to musicians who are:  

• Violinists, Violists, Cellists, or Double Bassists  

• Aged thirty or under at the time of the audition 

• New Zealand or Australian Citizens or Permanent Residents 
 
In the event that positions are unable to be filled the panel will consider musicians of other nationalities, 
provided that they are able to demonstrate at the time of application that they would be legally able to work 
for the APO for the duration of the Fellowship. The APO will not be able to assist with sponsorship or visa 
applications.  
 
The APO Orchestral Fellowship Programme is based in Auckland. The Programme does not provide for 
transport or relocation of Fellows.  



 
 
Auditions 
Applicants will be required to audition live on Friday 21 February 2020. Auditions will commence at 10am. 
The audition panel will be formed of String Section Leaders from the APO and the auditions will be 
unscreened.  
The required material for the audition is: 

• Two solo/concerto items (see audition list for specific details for your instrument) 

• Orchestral excerpts: these will be advised no later than eight weeks before the audition. Music will 
be supplied by the APO and will be sent to each applicant as PDF files. 

 
Accompanist 
The APO will provide a designated accompanist on the day of the audition for candidates auditioning in 
person in Auckland, however candidates are at liberty to bring their own accompanist at their own cost if 
they so desire.  
Candidates sending recordings must organise their own accompanist for their recording. 
 
In person and recorded auditions 
In person auditions are recommended, but recorded auditions will also be accepted. The deadline for 
recorded material to arrive is Wednesday 12 February 2020. Please contact apoconnecting@apo.co.nz if 
you would like more information about sending a recorded audition.  
 
Fellowship Programme Dates and Repertoire 
The APO envisages that to best advantage of the Fellow this programme will be undertaken in a four to 
five month intensive period. There is a degree of flexibility with starting dates; however the programme 
should be started not later than July 2020, and may be started as early as March 2020.  APO will consider 
other options for Fellows who may be undertaking other study simultaneously and who may therefore wish 
to work over a longer period such as March to November. Please see www.apo.co.nz for details of the 
2020 planned programme of works. Please note that APO does not provide transport or relocation for 
Fellows. 
 
Questions may be directed to: apoconnecting@apo.co.nz  
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