
Section Principal Cello 
General Information 

 

Expressions of Interest Invited  

 
The Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra is inviting Expressions of Interest from outstanding cellists for this currently 
available appointed position.  The position is open to applicants of all nationalities.  
 
The APO is New Zealand’s only full time (52-week) city-based orchestra. It comprises 70 musicians and currently 
performs over 55 events annually, ranging from Symphonic concerts with first tier conductors and soloists to 
educational and pops concerts. The APO is also involved in two Opera and two Ballet seasons per year. Our Season 
runs from Mid-February to Mid-December.  
 

 

Assessment Process 
 
The Expressions of Interest process will be active immediately and remain open until the 1 October 2019 OR 
until a suitable applicant is selected.  
 
Each application will be assessed for shortlisting as soon as practical once material is received.  

The APO intends to offer a short trial period to shortlisted applicants, and may choose to trial more than one person 
before reaching a decision.  
The APO considers a trial to be part of the audition process and shortlisted applicants invited to trial will be required 
to present a live recital-audition whilst in Auckland. The lengths and dates of the trials will be negotiated with the 
selected applicants but will also need to take into account the programming needs of the APO and will generally be 
2-3 weeks in length with at least one programme with the Music Director 
 
Trial Periods for successful candidates will be offered between 20 July 2019 and 15 November 2019. Trial periods 
may be split over more than one period depending on the scheduling needs of the orchestra.  
It will be essential for trialists to work at least one concert with our APO Music Director Giordano Bellincampi. Thus 
potential trialists must be able to make themselves available for at least one of the following date periods (plus the 
necessary travel time). Two consecutive date periods would be preferable. 

 12-19 July 

 20-21 July 

 23-25 July 

 29-31 Oct 

 4-7 Nov 

 11-14 Nov 

 
Making Your Application 
 

 Step one; Complete the online application form available on the APO website 
https://www.apo.co.nz/about-apo/work-with-us/ Please note that you will be required to upload your CV as 
part of your online application. CV must be up-to-date and detailed with particular reference to leadership 
experience. 

 

 Step two; Send us your recorded material and other supporting documents (see below for details). You 
have two options. 

Materials may be send via Drop Box to auditions@apo.co.nz.  
Links to online material may be emailed directly to auditions@apo.nz.  

 
Please do NOT email audio or video files as attachments.  

  
More detailed information on how to upload your material is available in our ‘How Do I Send’ document, which can 

be found online on our Jobs Application FAQs page https://www.apo.co.nz/about-apo/job-application-faqs/ 
or you can email: auditions@apo.co.nz  if you have any further questions. 
 
 

Required material for your application 

1) Please send the following recorded material. (available from APO on request as a PDF) 

The following two orchestral excerpts must be included with your application 

 Mozart Haffner Symphony  4th mvt: Opening passage (to bar 103) 

 Strauss Ein Heldenleben First page as marked 
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Candidates are also encouraged to include a selection of the following optional material  
1. First movement exposition of any CLASSICAL concerto (accompanied)  
2. Further standard tutti orchestral excerpts of the candidate’s choice. 
3. One standard SOLO orchestral excerpt of the candidate’s choice.  
4. A movement or movements from any solo Bach suite  

 
2) Please include the following supporting documents when uploading your recorded material 

1. A list detailing the recorded material provided. 
2. A minimum of two recent reference letters including contact details for people supplying references.  
3. A signed statement from one of your reference providers or by a qualified sound engineer endorsing the 

recorded material as a true and honest representation of the applicant’s current level of performance. 
 
 
The “Fine Print” 
 

Audio-visual and audio-only recordings are both accepted. Ideally at least some of your material should be in video 
format. 
 
All recorded material must be recent (please provide date information for each recording) 
Material or excerpts from recent orchestra concert recordings, where the applicant is featured as soloist, is also 
acceptable. 
If sending live recordings, please supply the name of the orchestra, conductor, and the date of the recording.  
Accompaniment may be provided as orchestral or piano reduction. 
 
 
Travel/Accommodation for Trial periods 
 

To enable the selected musician to undertake the trial period, the APO will arrange necessary travel including 
arrangements for cello. International travel will be provided only from a major international airport in the country of 
his or her residence.  Accommodation will be provided for the duration of the trial and audition period. For those 
musicians who are not New Zealand or Australian citizens or permanent residents, the APO will arrange for a work 
visa for the trial period and pay the associated costs. 
 
Section Principal Cello Position Details and Remuneration 
 

The Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra has a core Cello section of seven players.  
The principal duty of the Section Principal Cello will be to rehearse and perform to a high standard as the artistic 
leader of the APO Cello section.  
 

Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra musicians are independent contractors.  
Annual earnings for this position will be approximately $NZ 72,000 
 
Further information  

For all further enquires please see www.apo.co.nz for information on the APO  
or contact: auditions@apo.co.nz for specific questions regarding this process. 
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